
Willow Springs Worship 
Nurturing Faith Together 

June 21, 2026  9:30 a.m. 

Welcome and Call to Worship  
Psalm 145:8-13 – Eliana & Carol  
 
 The LORD is gracious and merciful,​
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.​
The LORD is good to all,​
   and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
​
 All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,​
   and all your faithful shall bless you.​
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,​
   and tell of your power,​
to make known to all people your* mighty deeds,​
   and the glorious splendour of your* kingdom.​
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,​
   and your dominion endures throughout all 
generations. 
​
The LORD is faithful in all his words,​
   and gracious in all his deeds.* 
 
Songs – Phil K. 
 
Children’s time – Anna 
 
Scripture – Judges 7:1-25 NRSV 
 
Sermon – Phil Waite 
What Does God Have Against Warriors? 
Part 2 
 
Song – VT 570 When We Walk with the 
Lord 
 
Sharing and prayer – Ellen 
 
Song 
 
Announcements  

Sunday School ends at:  
 

Sending Blessing – VT 1065 
 
Sending Song 
 
 
Calendar  
June 28​ ​ Phil Waite preaching 
July 5, 12​ ​ Phil Waite preaching 
 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am: Praise, Prayer and Pacing: 
If you would like company getting in your daily walk 
join the group at the church.  
 
Please remember to place your gifts in the basket 
towards the back of the sanctuary.  
 
We give thanks today and everyday for our fathers 
and all of the men of faith who have nurtured us! 
 
This summer we will devote our adult Sunday 
School time to a discussion of the sermon, scripture 
texts, and other peace theology topics. The class 
meets in the sanctuary.  
 
Please fill out and return your Pastoral Leadership 
Survey to Megan’s mailbox today, June 21. 
 
Pizza nights at Hungry World Farm: The dates 
are all Fridays: July 17 and August 7. Guests are 
encouraged to bring their own drinks and outdoor 
seating if desired. 
 
As we are in the midst of the transitional process 
which will include a new structure for Willow 
Springs, we will not be going through the 
discernment process at this time to present a new 
Sunday School and Church Office Affirmation Ballot 
for the start of the 2026-2027 fiscal year 
(September 1). If you have questions or concerns 
about this, please direct these to the Church Board.  
 
When pastoral care is needed, please contact Phil 
Waite or an Elder: Dale Bachman, Ellen 
Davis-Zehr, Pam Kaufmann, or Elvin Krabill.  
 
 
Judges 7:1-25 (NRSV) 

Gideon Surprises and Routs the Midianites 

7 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the 
troops who were with him rose early and encamped 
beside the spring of Harod, and the camp of Midian 

 



was north of them, below[a] the hill of Moreh, in the 
valley. 

2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The troops with you are 
too many for me to give the Midianites into their 
hand. Israel would only take the credit away from 
me, saying, ‘My own hand has delivered me.’ 3 

Now, therefore, proclaim this in the hearing of the 
troops, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him 
return home.’ ” Thus Gideon sifted them out;[b] 
twenty-two thousand returned, and ten thousand 
remained. 

4 Then the LORD said to Gideon, “The troops are still 
too many; take them down to the water, and I will 
sift them out for you there. When I say, ‘This one 
shall go with you,’ he shall go with you, and when I 
say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not 
go.” 5 So he brought the troops down to the water, 
and the LORD said to Gideon, “All those who lap the 
water with their tongues, as a dog laps, you shall 
put to one side; all those who kneel down to drink, 
putting their hands to their mouths,[c] you shall put 
to the other side.” 6 The number of those who 
lapped was three hundred, but all the rest of the 
troops knelt down to drink water. 7 Then the LORD 
said to Gideon, “With the three hundred who lapped 
I will deliver you and give the Midianites into your 
hand. Let all the others go to their homes.” 8 So the 
people took provisions in their hands and their 
trumpets, and he sent all the rest of Israel back to 
their own tents but retained the three hundred. The 
camp of Midian was below him in the valley. 

9 That same night the LORD said to him, “Get up; 
attack the camp, for I have given it into your hand. 
10 But if you fear to attack, go down to the camp 
with your servant Purah, 11 and you shall hear what 
they say, and afterward your hands shall be 
strengthened to attack the camp.” Then he went 
down with his servant Purah to the outposts of the 
armed men who were in the camp. 12 The 
Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of 
the east lay along the valley as thick as locusts, 
and their camels were without number, countless 
as the sand on the seashore. 13 When Gideon 
arrived, there was a man telling a dream to his 
comrade, and he said, “I had a dream, and in it a 
cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of 
Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it 
fell; it turned upside down, and the tent collapsed.” 
14 And his comrade answered, “This is no other than 
the sword of Gideon son of Joash, a man of Israel; 
into his hand God has given Midian and all the 
army.” 

15 When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and 
its interpretation, he worshiped, and he returned to 
the camp of Israel and said, “Get up, for the LORD 
has given the army of Midian into your hand.” 16 

After he divided the three hundred men into three 
companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of 
them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars, 17 

he said to them, “Look at me, and do the same; 
when I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I 
do. 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are 
with me, then you also blow the trumpets around 
the whole camp and shout, ‘For the LORD and for 
Gideon!’ ” 

19 So Gideon and the hundred who were with him 
came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning 
of the middle watch, when they had just set the 
watch, and they blew the trumpets and smashed 
the jars that were in their hands. 20 So the three 
companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars, 
holding in their left hands the torches and in their 
right hands the trumpets to blow, and they cried, “A 
sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 21 Every man 
stood in his place all around the camp, and all the 
men in camp ran; they cried out and fled. 22 When 
they blew the three hundred trumpets, the LORD set 
every man’s sword against his fellow and against 
all the army, and the army fled as far as 
Beth-shittah toward Zererah,[d] as far as the border 
of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 23 And the men of 
Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher 
and from all Manasseh, and they pursued after the 
Midianites. 

24 Then Gideon sent messengers throughout all the 
hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down 
against the Midianites and seize the waters against 
them, as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan.” So all 
the men of Ephraim were called out, and they 
seized the waters as far as Beth-barah and the 
Jordan. 25 They captured the two captains of 
Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; they killed Oreb at the rock 
of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of 
Zeeb, as they pursued the Midianites. They brought 
the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond the 
Jordan. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges%207%3A1-25&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-6696a
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